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themselves into a fire brigade. 


Now—Firewomen 


HY not firewomen as well as ssitten- 
women, women chauffeurs, elevator 


girls and all the rest? The little commu- — 


nity of Oberjoch, in the Algau Alps of 


- Bavaria, which lies at an altitude of 1,136 


metres, is a long way from the larger vil- 
lages in the valley below and cannot count 
upon them for help in case of fire. 

The women and girls have organized 
So well 
are they trained that when an alarm of 
fire was recently sounded they were on 
the spot before the men. 


A Woman's Party in Universities 
UT in the Dakotas the women stu- 
dents of the State universities have 
arisen and demanded more high offices in 
student government, and have gained vic- 
tories. 


Ruth Gaulke led the women’s rebellion | 


in the University of North Dakota, which 
resulted in women’s gaining ten campus 


offices which had —, been held by men 


before. 


Now Helen Early is the first woman to 


be president of the Students’ Association 
of the University of South Dakota. She 
gained the office automatically, however, 
when the man president left school, and 
she, as vice-president, succeeded to the 
office. But South Dakota University 
women are cheered because Miss Early 
has set a precendent for a woman’s hold- 
ing the post, the highest on the campus. 
Miss Early is active in many student 
activities, particularly on publications 
and in athletics. 
Student Senate also. 


Woman on Board of Regents 
RS. HERBERT L. PRATT of Glen 
Cove, Long Island, is the first 
woman to be named to the New York State 
Board of Regents. 
New York City, a former member of the 
New York State Board of Education, was 
the choice of the Democrats for the post, 
but as the Republicans have majorities in 
both the Senate and the Assembly, Mrs. 
Pratt won the place. 

As chairman of the education commit- 
tee of the Women’s City Club of Brook- 
lyn Mrs. Pratt has had a wide range of 
experience with immigrant education by 
means of home classes. 

Mrs. Pratt’s husband, president of the 
Standard Oil Company of New York, and 
a son of the late Charles T. Pratt, who 
founded Pratt Institute of Brooklyn, has 
been much interested in educational work 
along with his brother, George D. Pratt, 


formerly State Conservation Commis- 
sioner. 


She is president of the 


Martha Draper of 


Feminist Notes 


Woman Counsel on Claims Commission 


OPE THOMPSON, Washington law- 
yer, has been made counsel for the 
Special Claims Commission for the United 
States and Mexico, the one woman out 


of the four lawyers to hold that title. 


Miss Thompson has been with the com- 
mission for more than a year, but until 
recently had the title of “attorney.” 


Vassar Admits Men to Euthenics Course 
ECAUSE the faculty believes the duty 

of rearing a family properly devolves 
equally on the husband and the wife, the 
School of Euthenics at Vassar College 


will be coeducational this summer. Prof. 


Annie Louise Macleod, director of the 
school, made this announcement after ac- 
cepting the registrations of twelve men 
whose wives attended the first sessions 
last summer and applied this year for per- 
mission to bring their husbands. 


Business Education for French Women 
OULI SANUA is the founder and di- 
rector of the School for Higher Com- 
mercial Instruction for Young Women, 
which annually turns out fifty woman 
secretaries, especially trained for secre- 
tarial. work of a superior sort. Mlle. 
Sanua is Egyptian on her father’s side 


and French on her mother’s. 


In 1916 she founded the School of High- 
er Commercial Instruction for Young 
Women. She started on a shoestring. 


- Today the school has.a 1,000,000 franc 


endowment from the Paris Chamber of 
Commerce. It is only one of seven schools 
founded by Mile. Sanua. 

“Before the war,” Mlle. Sanua explains, 
“matrimony was an economic necessity 
for the majority of French women. If 


they didn’t marry at 20 and their parents 


were not well off, they faced starvation. 
Now, matrimony is an _ alternative. 
Equipped for a commercial career, the 
young French woman can afford to wait 
and see before venturing into early mar- 
riage.” 

Mlle. Sanua’s course in is 
designed to fit young women to serve as 
secretaries to cabinet ministers, senators 
and deputies, bankers, and business men 
in general. The directress expects that 
every graduate will be able not only to 
remember acquired facts, but to conduct 


original researches and put original plans 
into execution. 


France is receiving its first lessons in 
salesmanship from Mlle. Sanua’s school. 


Eighteen months ago she started the Tech- 
nical Salesmanship School for Women, 
borrowing the idea from Mrs. Prince’s 
school in Boston. The school now has 
100 pupils. 


Equal Rights 


British Women Still Fight ‘Protection’ 
HE Lead Paint (protection against 
poisoning) Act has become law in 

England, and a slight concession has been 

made to enable the women now engaged 

in the industry to remain, but no new 
women may enter unless and until the 


present law is changed. The conference | 


organized by the National Union of Socie- 
ties for Equal Citizenship on November 26 
on protectve legislation was interesting 
and lively, and a resolution was passed 
urging the Government to deal with the 
question of hours by means of the Wash- 
ington Hours Convention, rather than by 
clauses only relating to women in the 
Factories Bill, which is expected will be 


reintroduced next year. A deputation of. 


prominent individuals is being received 
by the Home Office to request that the 
new restrictions provided in the Factories 
Bill should not be limited to women only. 
The Earliest Feminist Manuscript 

N unpublished manuscript, consti- 
| tuting the earliest known treatise on 
the political rights of women, is now the 
property of the Newberry Library of Chi- 
cago, having been purchased in London 
by Pierce Butler, director of the Wing 
collection in the library, says the Wash- 
ington Star. The manuscript, 248 pages 
long, was written by Henry Howard Earl 
of Northampton, and is dated 1590. The 
learned earl was asked to draw up a reply 
to scurrilous pamphlets attacking the 
right of Elizabeth (or of any woman) to 
occupy the British throne. In dealing 
with the subject he chose to go beyond 
the question of Elizabeth’s status and dis- 
cuss the political rights of women in gen- 
eral. 

The Northampton manuscript, entitled 
“A Dutiful Defense of the Lawful Regi- 
men of Women,” was a feature of the col- 
lection of Sir Sidney Lee, the Shakes- 
pearean scholar, who bequeathed it to 
East London College. The college, need- 


ing funds, offered the work for sale, and 


Mr. Butler acquired it just before leaving 
London for Paris. 

French Women Win Unusual Victory 


— CH women have recently won a 
victory of an unusual kind. Brom 
January 15 they have been permitted to 
take their seats in the Pit of the Comedie 
Francaise. In the four State theatres of 
Paris—the Opera, the Opera Comique, the 
Comedie Francaise and the Odeon— 
women have always hitherto been de- 
barred from the pit. It is just possible 
that the men will resent this intrusion, as 


the pit has always been a typically 
Parisian Bohemian resort. 
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Proposed Exclusion Women from Irish Juries 


bill is now being rushed through 

A the Irish Free State Parliament 
to exclude women from. jury ser- 

vice. Though Clause 3 of the Free State 
constitution gives women full citizenship, 
and though, since 1919, Irishwomen are 
entitled to serve on juries the Free State 
government has discouraged them in vari- 
ous ways. First in 1924 women were in- 
vited formally to claim exemption. A 
number did so, but many still remained 
and were summoned. In but very few in- 
stances were women who answered the 
summons allowed to serve in the criminal 
courts (on civil juries a number did serve. 
because the State does not exercise its 
right of challenge here). When plaintiff 
or defendant did not exercise their 
(limited) right of challenge, the State 
did, having unlimited right in this re- 
spect. Practically all women who ap- 
peared were ordered to “stand by” not 
being permitted by the State to serve be- 
cause they were women. Women were 
thus kept days, often weeks, waiting 
about the court until finally the order was 
given “no women jurors need attend.” 
Thus women’s right to sit on juries was 
indirectly abolished and made null and 
void so that for over three years women 
have not been allowed to serve. Now the 
Minister for Justice has introduced his 
“Juries Bill,” definitely excluding women 
from juries because he says women have 
not availed themselves of this right and 
have not justified the expense entailed. 
Only 18 deputies (out of 100) were pres- 
ent at the second reading of the bill, and 
on the third reading 49 voted for exclu- 
sion and 19 against (the latter being 
mainly Labor and Farmer deputies or 
Independents, the former, government 
members. Mr. O’Higgins accepted an 
amendment in favor of a voluntary panel 
of women, but this the joint conference of 
women’s societies (representing 9 or 10 
of the principal women’s organizations in 


By H. S. Skeffington 


the Free State) have rejected for obvious 
reasons. A voluntary panel imposes a 
hardship on conscientious women at the 
expense of those who wish to escape ser- 
vice, and is in effect an infringement of 
the spirit of the constitution, inasmuch as 
it establishes inequality between men and 


women. Mr. O’Higgins has made great 


play with the alleged physical weakness of 
women and has stated in the debate that 
in Britain jury service is merely nominal 
for women and a farce because women are 
“invited” to claim exemption on grounds 
of illness, and therefore avoid serving. 
If such a circular were sent out here as is 
sent in England, it would, he declared, 
be “branded as improper and indelicate.”’ 
The mysterious document thus referred to 


is that which states that a woman may 


claim exemption “on grounds of preg- 
nancy or other feminine ailment or condi- 
tion.” According to Mr. O’Higgins (who 
prides himself on being “early Victorian,” 
and who declared to a deputation that he 
would not like to see his women folk 
serving on juries) only abnormal women 
would care to serve on juries, while in 
“unsavory” cases their presence would be 
undesirable. Recently in response to de- 
mands from male stenographers he with- 
drew women court stenographers for this 
reason. 


FFORTS are being made by women 
who support the Government to get a 
“free vote” of Government deputies on the 
question, for many have declared that they 
would, if free, be opposed to the exclusion 
of women. A new society, the Irish Wom- 
en’s Equality League, 4 Eustace Street, 
Dublin, representing the former militant 
group of the I. W. F. L., has sprung up to 
meet the situation and to defend women’s 
rights from further encroachment by the 
Government. Already by Government 


order married women are dismissed from 
civil service and from all positions held 
under public boards, technical education 
committees, etc. Women are also excluded 
from the higher posts is the civil service, 
while as librarians, etc., they are given 
lesser pay for the same work. In the Free 
State women, owing to the great part 
they played in the recent Irish revolution- 
ary movement, were given in 1922, equal 
franchise and vote at 21 (in Northern 
Ireland as in Britain, they may not vote 
till they are 30 years of age). Since the 
proposed exclusion of women from juries 
in the Free State a certain section of the 
press has begun to clamor for the raising 
of the voting age for women from 21 to 
25, the Irish people (Kilkenny) having 
boldly advocated this course. Irishwomen 
have been roused to considerable activity, 
therefore, owing to their resentment at 
this proposed curtailment of their rights 
as citizens. They have called protest meet- 
ings, have conducted an active press pub- 
licity campaign, and have been engaged 
in a strenuous lobbying of deputies and 


senators. Lord Glenavy, chairman of the 


Senate, and Mr. Bennett, vice-chairman, 
have received four deputations from 
women’s societies, while others have 
waited upon Mr. O’Higgins, Senator Wil- 


liam Wyse Power, a strong Feminist, in- 


troduced the deputation and then presided 
over the large conference of women’s so- 
cieties summoned to consider the matter. 
It is hoped that the obnoxious measure 
may be held up in the Senate (it has 
power to delay for nearly three hundred 
days objectionable legislation), so that 
the general election may intervene to pre- 
vent its passage. Irishwomen are grate- 


ful to Suffragists and Feminists in other 


countries for the help they have given in 
their press to them in their present strug- 
gle. Extracts from The Vote and Equa. 


‘Rieguts have been used in our publicity 


campaign. 


“The Woman of the Day” 


HE Paris Times has a daily feature 

called “The Woman of the Day.” On 
Valentine’s Day there appeared under 
this heading the following sketch of 
Margaret Lambie, member of the National 
Council of the National Woman’s Party, 
with a picture of Miss Lambie: 


“The acquisition of the vote did not 


satisfy the more advanced of the Ameri- 
can woman suffragist organizations, the 
National Woman’s Party. . Far from rest- 
ing on its laurels, the Woman’s Party de- 
cided, when 1920 brought the victory of 
the suffragist cause, to start an intensive 
campaign in favor of complete Equal 
Rights for men and woman throughout 


the United States. This means eiuiglising 
the chances of men and women before the 
divorce courts and in every part of the 
marriage contract, as well as ensuring 
their perfect equality in matters of prop- 
erty and economic independence. 

“The Equal Rights Bills which will be 
introduced during the coming months into 
all the State legislatures are being drafted 
under the direction of Miss Margaret 
Lambie, a newly-elected member of the 
National Council of the Woman’s Party. 
Miss Lambie is a member of the Bar in 
New York and also in the District of Co- 
lumbia. She is thus doubly qualified for 
her important work — as an ardent be- 


liever in Equal Rights and as a competent 
lawyer. 

“Miss Lambie was graduated from Vas- 
sar College and from the George Wash- 
ington Law School in Washington. Many 
a weary trench-digger on the Western 
front in the World War remembers her 
with gratitude; for during the World 
War Miss Lambie was in charge of the 
nine recreational huts in the Verdun sec- 
tor which Vassar College Alumnae sup- 


ported. Since the war she has devoted 


herself to her profession and to the work 
of the Woman’s Party. It now carries 
on alone the Feminist work which, before 
1920, was also accomplished by the Na- 
tional Woman’s Suffrage Association.” 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


To remove all forms of the subjection of 
| women. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 


throughout the United States 
and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


[ee Joint Resolution Number 11. 
House Joint Resolution Number 81. 


Introduced in the Senate, December 8, 1925, 
by Sanator BD. Curwris. 
Imtroduced in the House of Representatives, 
December 16, 1925. 
by D. R. ANTHONY. 


Burnita S. Matthews, Miss, 


| Equal Rights 
The Time Has Come 


HE Treasurer’s Report that appears in this issue of Equat Ricurts 
bears witness that some of our local branches are nobly fulfilling one 
of their major obligations to the National organization, to wit, the col- 
lecting of dues and the forwarding of one-half the sum total to the National 
Treasurer. The New York City Committee is to be congratulated upon its 
excellent work in this respect. It is no small task to collect dues from a large 
membership, for people are always prone to forget the time for dues paying 
and to permit their membership to fall into arrears. | | | 
A number of our State Branches have not yet sent in their dues for the 
current year, and to these we recommend the splendid example of the | 
Empire State. | | 3 
The collection of dues is of two-fold significance; first, the membership dues 


constitute the most wholesome method of financing both State and National 


work, and second, upon the consistent collection of dues depends the growth 


serve as an agency for collecting dues; we therefore urge those of our State 
Branches that have not yet collected and sent in their dues to proceed to this 
important task without delay. | | : 


' Ghosts 


4 Pret «x ‘with long memories are often an affliction to their compatriots, 


but quite the most troublesome of the species to the anti-Feminist is 
the woman who really worked for suffrage and whose memory reaches 

back to the days before the vote was won. This woman is embarrassing chiefly 
because she recalls the “arguments” that were advanced by the anti-suffrage 
prophets, arguments that have been found to be nothing but heated vapor, 
but which, for lack of other material, the anti-Feminist is compelled to use 
over again in the effort to stem the further emancipation of women. : 

Fancy, for example, the annoyance of being asked, say at a legislative . 
hearing, whether one did not predict at an earlier date that voting would — 
destroy feminine charm, when in point of fact one did make such a prediction, 
one has voted, and one’s feminine charm in one’s own opinion is intacter than 
ever! A truly hateful situation. — ae 

Or again, consider how trying it must be when one has just said that the 
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment would deprive women of the protec- 
tion that they so vitally need, to be reminded that one previously had made 
the same prediction about the vote, especially about the polling place, and 
that the prediction had not come true. It seems in bad taste nowadays to 
assume that men would treat women brutally at the polling place, curse and 
swear and be intoxicated in their presence, and it is embarrassing to the poor 
anti-Feminist to be reminded of the mistaken forecast. | 

Women no longer need to be protected from the vote; the mire of politics 
is not the quagmire that was envisioned ; women vote of course, nice women, 
even anti-Feminist, anti-suffrage women, so why rake up the old skeleton? 
The argument is dead, let it repose in peace respectably. 

To which we should quite readily agree, save that ghosts walk and form 
the whole battalion of arguments against the completion of the movement 
towards equality. We are willing to forget that people ever believed that 
Equal Rights would unsex women, break up the home, cause a deterioration 
in the race stock, destroy chivalry, bring about race suicide and the neglect 
of children, abolish marriage, rob women of needed protection, and so on, 
but our opponents will not permit us to do so. Quite contrary to our wishes 
they drag out these old corpses, dress them up in cap and bells, and parade 
them seriously before legislative assemblies. And unless we say something 
the legislaturemen are apt to be deceived and so fall twice into the same error. 
Equal Rights never has fulfilled the hideous expectations of its opponents, 
so why keep on worrying? } 

During the past fifty years, coincidently with the rise of the Feminist 
movement, the human race has made more rapid progress than during any 
other half century of its existence. Even its stature has increased. 

American boys are taller by at least two inches than were youngsters of 
the same age fifty years ago, according to Dr. Horace Gray of the Institute 
for Juvenile Research in Chicago, who has measured more than 1,000 boys of 
American-born parents, between 6 and 18 years of age, and compared their 
heights with those of boys measured in 1877 by another scientist. 


Yet the ghosts still continue to walk, frightening the timid away from 
their own comfort and security. aA 
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Woman Represents United States at Tax Conference 


NNABEL MATTHEWS, an attorney 

in the office of the General Counsel 

of Internal Revenue, sailed March 30 for 
London where she will be the American 
representative of the Treasury Depart- 
ment of the International Conference on 
Double Taxation, to be held under the 
auspices of the League of Nations. She 
has been chosen out of the 150 lawyers in 
that Government agency because of her 


oustanding knowledge of income tax law. 


The delegates to the conference are 
economists and lawyers, most of them 
Government officials, from the countries 
of the world that now have income tax 
laws, aS well as from those countries con- 
sidering the passage of such statutes. The 
purpose of the conference is a scientific 


study of the operation and interpretation 


of income tax laws in order that the tax- 


Y visit to Mexico has given me un- 
equalled opportunities of study- 
ing conditions. Since my arrival, 

on New Year’s Eve, with the group of 
visitors conducted by Mr. Hubert C. 
Herring of Boston, we have had inter- 
views with all the leading men of the 
country. We have been received by Presi- 


dent Calles, Senor Luis Morones, the Sec-— 


retary of Industry, Labor and Commerce; 
Dr. Puig Casaurenc and Senor Saenz, Sec- 
retary and Under-Secretary of Education ; 
Senor Luis Leon, the Secretary of Agri- 
culture (the last-mentioned occasion in- 


cluding an inspection of a hacienda fi- 


nanced by the labor banks), and by the 
Archbishop, Senor Leopold Ruiz of Mi- 
choacan, and two bishops, one of them 
Bishop Pascal Diaz of Tabasco, who was 
a few days later banished by the Govern- 
ment. 

Among all these experiences my per- 
sonal interview with Madame Kollontay 


was one of the most worth while. I must 


confess to an enormous curiosity about 
that apparition, so long awaited in his- 
tory, the feminine ambassador. | 

Every woman knows that diplomacy is 
our especial affair. 
of the world we have perforce lived by the 
exercise of this faculty and it would seem 
that the time had now come for the gentle- 
men—God bless them—to turn over to us 
the posts for which they have so carefully 
trained us. But they are in no hurry 
about it. Soviet Russia is the first great 
power to send a woman plenipotentiary, 
and of course, I was eager to present my 
letters of introduction to Madame Kol- 
lontay. 

But would she receive me, or any Ameri- 
can, kindly after the rough, foolish treat- 
ment meted out to her by our Department 
of State? 


Since the beginning 


payer shall not be required to pay taxes 
twice upon such holdings as he may have 
in subsidiary corporations. 

The United States is for the first time 
sending three official representatives to 
the conference—Professor Thomas Adams 
of Yale University, who advises on the 
economic results of income taxation; 
Annabel Matthews, the official legal rep- 
resentative of the Treasury Department; 


_and A. Mitchell Carroll, the attorney rep- 


resenting the Department of Commerce. 


Miss Matthews has been working with 
Professor Adams, who has been acting as 
advisory economist to the conference for 


the past year or two, as his associate and 


legal advisor in the Treasury Department, 
and in requesting her appointment he 
stated that she had interpreted or there 


Her Excellency 


By Mary Winsor 


Her answer was to invite me to tea in 
her private apartments. What a sweet, 
low voice greeted me and what soft grey 
eyes, shining with a tender friendly light. 
A polished woman of the world but not at 


all artificial; simplicity, quiet dignity 


that did not concern itself with being 
dignified. I was given a delicious cup of 
pale golden tea, and cake, and when my 
pencil-point came to a finish, sharp pen- 
cils were brought me by the polite secre- 
tary. I had a guilty consciousness of not 


~ always having been so polite to reporters 


myself. 

“You won’t mind, will you, if I ask 
indiscreet questions? Diplomacy is not 
my strong point, and I don’t think I have 
ever before interviewed an ambassador.” 
The representative of Soviet Russia smiled 
confidently, as if feeling equal to me or 
anybody, and motioned me to proceed. 

My first question was a silly one, I 
knew it was, for none of my investigations 


here had shown any traces of Bolshevism, | 


and had I not heard Ricardo Trevina, the 
secretary of the Mexican Federation of 


Labor, explain at great length that the — 


“Crom” had banished what little there 
was from Mexico, like St. Patrick and the 
snakes from Ireland? The Mexican Fed- 
eration, like our own, sternly refuses to 
receive Communists as members, and 


looks on the United States as a Commun- | 


ist country, for any Bolshevik pamphlets 
to be found here come from the United 
States, to which they are promptly re- 
turned unread. According to Trevino, the 


_ previous Russian minister may have tried 


a little propaganda, but it fell flat before 
the distaste of the Mexican working peo- 
ple. The recall of that official and the 
substitution of Madame Kollontay, Trev- 


had been interpreted under her direction 
most of the provisions of our income tax 
laws which would be under study and 
comparison at the conference. 

The Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
David H. Blair, in speaking of Miss Mat- 
thew’s appointment said, “She has become 
an expert on the interpretation of income 
tax law in America, and she will be of 
value to the conference and to the Treas- 
ury Department in that she will be a 
still greater authority in interpretation 
and comparisons of income tax laws upon 
her return to this country after the con- 


ference.” 


Miss Matthews is a member of the Phi 
Delta Delta Women’s Legal Fraternity 
and of the Women’s Bar Association of 
the District of Columbia. 


ino said, indicated a change of policy on 
the part of the Soviet Government; this 
change, it may be remarked incidentally, 
is probably being put into effect in all 
its dealing with foreign countries. | 

So my query of “Do you consider Mex- 
ico Bolshevistic?” seemed as unnecessary 
as the shriek of “Will Suffrage destroy 
the home?” which used to be heard in 
the days of the battle for the vote. Mind- 


ful, however, of our Government and its 


hysterics about wicked Bolshevists under 
the bed at night, I felt that it was my 
duty as a good American to get a little 
soothing syrup for their overwrought 
nerves. 

“f think,” said Madame Kollontay, 
“that this has been fully answered by 
the official statement of the Union of 
Soviet Republics and I can only add that 
it seems strange to us when one speaks 
of Bolshevism in connection with a coun- 
try such as Mexico, which is go her | 
own way and finding her own met of 
solving her problems. We Russians re- 
gard this Government as progressive, and 
although the Government as well as the 
Mexican people has the sympathy of the 
Russian laborers and of the small farmers 
and peasants, we do not consider it as 
Bolshevist. Certainly Russia does not 
wish to convert any government, much 
less to impose her ideas and ideals on any 
nation. One of the most characteristic 
features of the New Russia is that she is 
not an imperialistic country, and so re- 
spects the right of all nations to go their 
own way and find their own salvation.” 

This disposed of, I turned quickly to 
more congenial fields of research. 

“T shall probably shock you,” said Kol- 
lontay nmiling in response to my next 
interrogation, “by telling you that we 
have no Feminist movement in Russia. 
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It stopped with the revolution. The wom- 
en had taken an active and to some extent 
a leading part in our revolution and got 
absolutely the same rights which all the 
laboring classes and farmers have in 
Russia. There are now about 30 per cent. 
women in the local Soviets, and by ‘local 
Soviets,’ I mean something like your mu- 
nicipalities and county governing bodies, 
and we certainly have quite a number of 
women in our highest legislative body, 
the Soviet executive committee.” 
Thinking of Germany, where, in the 
first outburst of enthusiasm over the new 


born republic, many women were elected 


to the Reichstag and the local parliaments 
but the number grew unbeautifully fewer, 
I put another nervous question. 


“No, quite the contrary,” came the re- 
assuring answer. “The number is in- 
ereasing, especially in the local Soviets. 
In the highest committee we had six, and 
there are more now. There are none in 
the Cabinet, but several are chiefs of im- 
portant departments of state. The head 
of the Educational Department is a wom- 
an, Jacowlewa. Madame Lenin is the 
president of one of the highest scientific 
institutions, and Labedeva is the chief of 
the Mothers and Babies Department, or- 
ganized by me when I was Minister of 


Social Welfare. This department is grow- 


ing and thriving under Dr. Lebedeva’s 
management. Although we have no spe- 
cial Feminist movement, a great deal is 
being done to enlighten the labor and 
peasant women, and to train them—which 


is more important still—for social work. 


We hold special meetings, which are 
known as delegated meetings because 
women are elected as delegates for the 


term of three months. During that time — 


they do some kind of practical work in 
different social or educational institu- 


tions or in trade unions or even in ad- 


ministration of State workshops, so as to 
get practice in such kinds of work. And 


now we have more than one hundred 
thousand such women, who have been dele- 
gates to these meetings, and have passed 
the tests and have been finally selected to 
fill these positions. You must understand 
that the competition is very keen and that 
the total number of those who have under- 


gone this process is approximately three 


million, and that it has taken us seven 
years to pass them through this sifting 
process. So these 100,000 are picked 
women. Yes, they nearly all—about 90 
per cent. — are plain labor or peasant 
women, who under the old regime never 
would have been heard of at all, would 
have had no chance and whose abilities 


would have remained submerged.” 


Then I turned my candle on birth con- 
trol. Madame Kollontay sighed a little. 
“The movement does not go forward as 
I could wish. The Government puts no 


' obstacle in the way, but does not. give 


very active help. In the local Government 
health centers, advice may be given if it 
is asked for, but it is not offered. The law 
permits abortion under certain restric- 
tions; for instance, if done in a clinic 
during the first three months of preg- 
nancy and under the supervision of a doc- 
tor. This was brought about by the wom- 
en, who insisted on it. Our legislation is 
not very liberal; the local governments 
are continuallly enacting regulations and 
restrictions. I am not quite happy over 
the situation.” . 


“Prostitution? In 1919 there was none. 


Every man and woman could find work 
but now we have unemployment.” 


“Ts that due to the after-effects of the 
famine, or perhaps the refusal of foreign 
capital to develop Russia?” | 

Madame Kollontay seemed to wave this 
aside. “One cause is that our youth is 
leaving the country and flocking into the 
towns. The city draws them in. They 
are looking for life, fortune, their future, 
in the towns. This creates difficulties. 


Equal Rights 


But our women are demanding special 
training, both for factory and clerical 
work. And when there is scarcity of work, 
the woman is the last to lose her job; 
that is, if she has children ; if she has none 
then she is treated exactly like a man, 
but if she has children, she is protected 
in her right to work.” | 

“Yes, we have special protective legis- 


lation for women in industry; they are 


forforbidden to do night work either as 
clerks or as working women; they get 
four months of absence with pay, during 
pregnancy, two months before and two 
months after child birth. With us, 


motherhood is not a private function but 


a public duty, a social duty. Is that not 
enough of an interview?” But I begged 
for a word on Russia’s status with regard 
to the U. 8. A. | 


“We look forward to the re-establish- 
ment of normal relations between the two 
countries—that would be logical because 
Russia and the United States are busy 
developing themselves along business and 
commercial lines; so if the two countries 
are trading with one another and their 
trade is growing, why should they not 
regulate their relations officially? Be- 
tween your country and mine there has 
never been any animosity, and bad feel- 
ing. Both have the great progressive 
ideas of freedom which were born in the 
United States and influenced to a cer- 
tain degree the revolution in Russia. We 
all learned in school to admire the great, 
the heroic characters of the American 
Revolution, the leaders of the eighteenth 
century. Though we realize that a civil 
war may be more terrible than a war of 
nations, it is sometimes inevitable and 
leads to great social progress, just as the 
Civil War did in the United States. And 
that is why in Soviet Russia, one does 
not understand the negative attitude of 
the United States towards the New Russia 
which is only repeating the lesson taught 
us by the United States of America.” 


Reformers vs. Feminists Again 


6¢c@ O far as we know,” declares Time 

and Tide (England), “there is only 
one small section of the (British) 
woman’s movement which is today doubt- 
ful whether it is prepared to put equality 
first and concentrate upon that and that 


alone until it has been achieved. The — 


small section exists curiously enough on 
the Executive of the National Union of 
Societies for Equal Citizenship, but it 
does not form the whole executive, a large 
part of which is for equality. The execu- 
tive committee of the N. U. 8. E. C. is, in 
fact, divided into two parts, one of which, 
like the rest of the woman’s movement, 
puts equality first, whilst the other de- 
sires not to concentrate on equality, but 
to spread itself thin over a large number 
of social reforms, and to work as strenu- 


ously, or perhaps even more strenuously 
for these than for simple equality, in which 
in its heart it is not much interested. 
“The Woman's Leader has chosen the 
present moment to open its columns to a 
debate between the protagonists of the 
two schools of thought. Miss Rathbone, 
who leads the Social Reformers, wrote 
for her side last week, and Mrs. Abbott, 
who is one of the leaders of the Feminist 
group inside the N. U. 8S. E. C., made a 
fine reply from the Feminist standpoint, 
in the course of which she defined Fem- 
inism. ‘In the lives and work of indi- 
vidual women throughout history and in 
the women’s movement as we have known 
it in this and other countries, the demand 
for equality has been a demand that such 
rights, liberties and opportunities as the 


State allows to its citizens shall not be 
withheld from women; a demand that 
wherever and whenever the State sets a 
value upon its citizens, it shall not set an 
inferior value upon women; a demand 
for the removal of every arbitrary impedi- 
ment that hinders the progress, in any 
realm of life and work, of women. That 
is equality.’ We may question whether 
the moment of what amounts to a declara- 


tion of war on the part of the Govern- | 


ment is the right one to open a-debate of 
such a nature. On the other hand we 
must recognize that until the National 
Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship 
has put its own house in order it cannot 
be of so much use as it should be in the 
fight which lies before us. Perhaps, there- 
fore, the sooner it does the better.” 
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April 2, 1927 


HE President 
has affixed his 
signature to an Act 
of Congress amend- 
ing the District 

code, providing that women may serve as 
jurors in the local courts. The amended 
law states that no person shall be dis- 
qualified for jury duty or jury commis- 
sioner by reason of sex, and that the pro- 
visions of law relating to the qualifica- 
tions of jurors and exemptions from jury 


Women on Juries 


‘Washington Post, 
March 4, 1927. 


duty shall in all cases apply to women as _— 


well as men. It provides further, how- 
ever, that women may not be compelled 
to serve, and must be excused from duty 
if they so desire. 


Officers and members of the National 
Woman’s Party and representatives of 
the various women’s clubs of the District 
who have been assisting in securing the 
‘passage of the law are jubilant. They 


point out the many advantages that such 
service will bring to women in acquaint- — 


ing them with the functions of the law 
and impressing upon them the value and 
duties of citizenship. They call attention 
to the fact that in some cases women are 
better fitted than men to sit in judgment, 
and that men should welcome the prospect 
of having to serve less often. 


All of these points are well taken if 
matters work out as the proponents of the 
new order think they will. Unfortunately, 
however, women may ask to be excused, 
and in that event the court has no choice 
other than to let them off. For the time 
being the. novelty of the new activity will 
be sufficient to make begging off rather 
rare. As time wears on, however, women- 
kind will probably follow the bad example 


Press Comment 


of masculinity and beg off on every oc- 
casion. 

Jury service is a high and noble civic 
duty, one which should not be shouldered 
under compulsion, but rather as a genuine 
opportunity to take part in democratic 
government. It is up to the women to 
show their husbands, fathers, brothers and 
sons how the privileges of citizenship 


should be accepted. May they do it hand-. 


somely, and by good example prove their 
right to the newly won equality. 


Mothers Exhibit — HAT the wom- 
Art Works an artist can be 
Philadelphia successful even 

‘ though she must 
Public Ledger, wash the dinner 
March 2, 1927. 


dishes and care for 
her own children 


was demonstrated yesterday when suc- 


cessful women artists of this city, many 
of them mothers, gathered for a Fellow- 
ship reception and tea in the Kayser & 
Allman Gallery, 1522 Chestnut street. 
where the Fellowship is holding an exhi- 
bition of water colors and black-and- 
whites. 

Juliet White Gross, one of the hostesses, 
rose to the defense of the mother as an 
art worker. “Certainly it can be done,” 
she said. And she recently gave proof of 
her ability when she sailed with her chil- 
dren for a year’s study in Europe. 

The diversity of women’s work in the 
art field also was shown, Mrs. Gross con- 
tributing etchings, in which medium she 
worked while in Paris; Ada Williamson, 
also a hostess, displaying etching illus- 
trations for several books; Mrs. Katherine 
Steward Williams, water colors of mod- 
ern flavor; Mrs. Clara N. Madeira, studies 
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of Italy and Spain, and Barbara Webster, 
fanciful black-and-whites, playful in char- 
acter. 

Miss Webster, who reais returned 
from study in Austria, is combining her 
art with a business career. 

The Fellowship exhibition, which is free 
to the public, includes work by many of 


the best-known men and women artists 


of the city, and will remain on view for 


fortnight. 


HEN the 


English Women 
Voters women of 
News, Great Britain were 


given the vote in 
1918, it marked the 
culmination of the 


Buffalo, N. Y., 
March 7, 1927. 


fight long waged by 
suffragettes and others for the elimination 


of the sex-standard for the elective fran- 


chise. But the fight for equality with men 


was not yet won, since women in Great 
Britain were not allowed to vote until 30 
years of age. Men vote at 21. 

_ Naturally the women have become in- 
creasingly resentful of this disparity. 
Why then this continued discrimination? 
they now are asking. 

Premier Baldwin made a promise prior 
to the last general election that he would 
favor a measure to give men and women 
equal political rights. This he has not 
yet lived up to. The Conservative party 
fears to raise the issue, not because it is 


opposed to lowering the voting age for 


women, but because that question would 
inevitably give rise to heated discussion 
about other questions, which they dislike 
to see injected into politics at this time. 
But ultimately no party can suffer such a 
discrimination to endure. 


News from the Field 


“Thinking Woman” in Exhibition 

DITH OGDEN HEIDEL’S statue of 

“The Thinking Woman,” which stands 
in one of the drawing rooms of National 
Headquarters of the Woman’s Party, was 
on exhibition, along with other of Mrs. 
Heidel’s work, at the Independent Exhibi- 
tion at the Carlton Hotel in Washington, 
D. C., last week. 


Woman Appointed in Massachusetts 


MMA FALL SCHOFIELD has re-. 


cently been appointed assistant at- 
torney general of Massachusetts. She re- 
signed her post as commissioner on the 
Massachusetts Industrial Accident Board 
to accept the appointment. Both of Mrs. 
Schofield’s parents were lawyers, and 
‘practiced together under the firm name of 
Fall and Fall. Mrs. Schofield is the au- 
thor of “The Widow’s Third,” a book 


which did much to aid in the passage of 
the Massachusetts law by which a hus- 
band and wife should inherit equally in 
case either dies intestate. 


Woman's Party Members Speak in Venice 
NITA POLLITZER and Sara P. Gro- 
gan, members of the National Wom- 

an’s Party, recently spoke to an audience 
of women in a hotel in Venice on the aims 
and achievements of the National Wom- 
an’s Party. The gathering of women kept 
Miss Pollitzer and Miss Grogan telling 
of the Woman’s Party’s Equal Rights 


- work for more than two hours. Both are 


touring Europe, and met in Venice by 
accident. Miss Pollitzer, secretary of the 
National Woman’s Party, has been in Eu- 
rope since the International Woman Suf- 
frage Alliance Congress last May, and 
has attended various conventions of 


women, and has participated in Equal 
Rights work in Ireland and England, as 
well as in France. © 


Irish Women and Jury Service 
HE aid of American women is being 
sought by Irish women in their fight 
to retain the right of jury service. 

Although the Constitution of the Irish 
Free State declares that men and women 
have equal citizenship rights, the Free 
State Government has introduced legis- 
lation depriving Irish women of the right 
to serve on juries. 

The following radiogram has been re- 
ceived by the National Woman’s Party 
from Hannah Skeffington, Irish Feminist, 
and member of the International Advisory 
Council of the National Woman’s Party: 

“Inform American public Free 

State Government introducing legis- 
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New York City Committee: | 

(N. ¥. City — one-half) 
j Mrs. Ada R. Wolff... 600 
Mrs. C. W. Kress... 5.00 
i Mrs. Liyod Williams... 5.00 
i Miss Cora A. Week.. 5 00 
a Mrs. John Jay White 7 5.00 
al | 6.00 
Miss Lillie Guinzburg.. oe 

i Miss B. Rogers.... oul 5.00 
a Mrs. Lewis Delafield 5.00 
4 Mrs. Grace Needham Pogue........... 5.00 
Mrs. Charlotte H. Dixon...........-. 5.00 
4 Mrs. Julia T. Dick...... ; 5.00 
Miss Maud . 5.00 
Mrs. A. Van Kirk Geller... 
Miss Elizabeth Metcalf.......... 5.00 
i Mrs. Theresa Haft Shiverts...... 5.00 
Mrs. Philip Lewisobn.......... 5. 

at. 3 Mrs. W. L. Wellington... 5. 
Mrs. Jacob Wertheim 5. 
Mrs. Grace C. Bergquist.... 5. 
Miss Eleanor Brannan .. 5. 
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lation depriving Irishwomen of jury 
right. Conference representing ten 
women’s societies protests. Kindly 
give publicity. Equality League 
formed to resist further legislation 
against women. (Signed) SkEFrrincToNn 
Mrs. Skeffington has also sent to the 
editor of Equat Ricuts for copies of the 
Jury Service issue of the magazine, re- 
cently published, which, she said, con- 
tained the best review of the jury service 
situation she has seen. 
The National Woman’s Party is con- 
ferring with various organizations in the 


United States with a view to unifying 
friends of the Irish Free State in this 


country is a protest against the proposed - 


discrimination against women in Ireland. 


Convention Conference to Be Held 
CONFERENCE on plans for the Na- 


tional Convention of the National 


Woman’s Party, to be held in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, in July, will be held 
in Washington at National Headquarters 
on April 23. 

The place of convention has _ been 
changed from California, as originally 


planned, to Colorado. The date has not 
yet been finally determined upon. ) 
The National Council and members 
from neighboring States will attend the 
conference in Washington on April 23. 
Following the council meeting, memo- 
rial services in honor of Dean Emma Gil- 
lett, pioneer woman lawyer and founder 
of the first law school for women in 


Washington, will be held at Headquar- 
ters. Miss Gillett, Dean of the Washing- 


ton College of Law, was chairman of the 


Lawyers’ Council of the National Wom- 
an’s Party. 


Two Million Dollar Fund 


Treasurers Report 
JOY WEBSTER, Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL: C. P. A., Auditor. 
Sapam collected by National Head- 
quarters, December 7, 1912, to March 
12, 1927, $1,397,067.61. 
“Contributions, membership and 
receipts, March 12 = 19, 1927: 


| Clare Graecen, D sastneseseeeesse $10.00 
O. H. P. Belmont, 150.00 
+ District of Columbia 100.00 
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Mrs. Julia BE. Ford 
Mrs. Isaac Untermeyer 
Miss Pamela Stearns 
Miss Veronica Stearns........ 
Dr. Jennie V. H. Baker : 
Mrs. John Winters Brannan.... 
Mrs. Bernice Stearns ‘ 

Mrs. Caroline Foss Gygetr.... 

Mrs. Arthur Lehman.......... 
Miss Marguerite Pawley... 
Mrs. Harold Lehman 
Mrs. Adeline Hollick.......... ..... 
Mrs. Emily Butterworth. 
Mrs. Laura Woodruf..... 
Miss Janet Levinson 


Mrs. Carrie Kauffman 
Miss Minnie Copeland. 
Miss Martha Davis. 
Mrs. Cecelia J. Emmerich... 


AAA AAA AAA 


o 


an Mrs. Julia Kimball... 5.00 
Mrs. L. Rossbach 5.00. 
a Miss Florence D. Miller.. 5.00 
i Mrs. Edward Thomas 5.00 
Mrs. Lionel Sutro................ 5.00 
ee Mrs. Bion Huntington 5.00 
Mrs, Florence G. Law 5.00 
Miss Bianca 8S. 5.00 
ee Miss Henriette Hart....... 5.00 
she Mrs. Herman Younkers 5.00 
aie Miss Minnie C. Vesey 5.00 
Mrs. B. K. Harrison.. 
Mrs. Cook -50 
Miss B. McCoy. .60 
Mrs. Carrie M. Missimet............... .60 
Miss M. Wirmsen. .50 
Mrs. 8. Carlin.... 7 .50 
Miss B. Brunjes 
We, C. Butler.. 50 
. Miss 8. Blake -50 
Mrs. R. Bauer .50 
Miss Bigley .50 
Miss Mildred P. Anderson -60 

Mrs. F. Funk 

Miss A. McGowan.... .50 

Miss M. Mason.... -50 
This Mrs. Mulligan .... .50 
Mrs. J. Hall.... .50 
Hei Miss M. A .Hunt .50 
Miss A. Hergenrother.... 
te Mrs. M. Mitchell 50 
Miss E. Hynes 50 
Miss Manni -50 
Miss M. Scott.... .50 


Mrs. 8. E. Watts 


Miss M. Smith 50 
Miss M. T. Scanilon.. .50 
Dr. Florence Warfield........... 
Mrs. Linnie M. Broenstrop 
Miss Mary H. Davis..... 
Mrs. R. H. Stearns....... ‘i 
Mrs. S. C. Arvedson... ..... .50 
Miss Betty Jackson.... .50 
Mrs. Marian R. Gilson............ 
Mrs. Paul B. Schumm................ .60 
Dr. Elizabeth Faulkner Baker. .50 
Miss Katherine Todd...... 
Mrs. Caroline EB. 
Mrs. Albert Herter......... 
Mrs. Henry W. Block... 50 
Mrs. A. Van | 
Miss Estelle Simon.......... 
Miss Irma Simon.... .60 
Mrs. John A. Davis a 
Mrs. Arthur Zeckendortf... .50 
Miss Mary Shaw......... 
Miss Edna C. Brooks. .50 
Mrs. Hennie Strous .60 
Mrs. Lena 8S. Weinstein......... .60 
Miss Ottilie Amend.... 
Miss Bisie Miller Wood 
Miss Beatrice Kimmerle.... .60 
Mrs. Louise Kimmerle ; .50 
Mrs. William. Adame....... ,60 
Miss Gertrude Jagger...... | 50 
Mrs. Carrie Carns .50 
Mrs. Lillian R. Sire.... ‘50 
Miss Marie Barry .50 
- Mrs. C. Michell Taliferro .50 
Miss Louise Schaefer...... .50 
Miss B. C. Humphrey 7 .50 
Mrs. Edgar B. .60 
Mrs. A. J. Phillips ee .50 
Mrs. Edgerton Parsons....... 
Mrs. Metta F. Merchant.. 
Miss 8. Homans .50 
Mrs. Henry Frank : .50 
Mrs. Carlton Reynell .50 
Mrs. Ernest Martin .50 | 
Miss Bessie Locke 
Mrs, Henry .50 
Mrs.. Northrop Holbrook.......... 
Mrs. Arthur Otis....... .50 
Mrs. Alma J: Foster.. iad .50 
Miss W. H. Benedict................ .60 
Miss Harriet Wilde 
Mrs. Henry W. Lambertrt..... .50 
Miss Ruth P. Bladsworth .50 
Mrs. Louis B. Bieber ‘ 
Miss Emma Weglein 50 
Mrs. A. V. Huyler .50 
Mrs. J. Hyams 
Mrs. Reid Weltzmiller. .50 
Mrs. R. 8. Winston .50 
Miss Anna Wuthrich.......... .60 
Miss Carrie Weglein -50 
Mrs. Isaac J. Bernheim...... ja’ ‘ 
Mrs. Alfred Steckler ; .50 
Miss Marguerite Raef .50 
Miss Millicent Baum ; .50 
Miss G. 8S. Miller .50 
Miss Ella Stearns .60 
Mrs. Winfield Scott.... — 
Miss Elizabeth Stieglitz .50 
Mrs. Enid Oppenheimer ; ibis .50 
Mrs. Julia Borchgrevink .50 
Mrs. Hergenrother ‘ -50 
Mrs. Edwin Posnet........ 50 
Mrs. Theodore Weil... .... .50 
Miss Anita L. Bulmer 
Miss Arline W. Bulmer ‘ioda .50 
Migs Jessie D. Ward .50 
Miss Emma Pflaumbaum.. .50 
Mrs. Julius Wolff 
Mrs. Amanda G. Beeler .60 
Mrs. Paul Conkling me .50 
Mrs. Pinckney E. Glatzberg 
Mrs. Georgia L. Parker .50 
Mrs. 8S. Kaufman .50 


Mrs. Alice L. Freudenthal 

Mrs. Carrie M. Rodenbach.... 50 
Mrs. Katherine Pinkham oii .50 
Miss Helen 8S. Merriam ‘ .50 
Miss Grace Merriam 


Mrs. 8. Stein.... .50 
Mrs. Jeremiah William .50 
Miss M. T. O’Donohue....... ... P .50 


Miss Florence Donan 
Dr. Rita EB. Dunlevy, : 
Miss Agnes C, Harly.. 


the total. 


Mrs. Weller L. Bilsner.... 
Mrs. Max Graff ; 7 .50 
Mrs. Christine Plusch.... ‘ .50 
Mrs. E. Gettner... et .50 
Dr. Elizabeth Bajanava... 
Miss Josephine Ware -50 
Miss. Eleanor Mulholland 50 
Mrs. D. Galloway 50 
Miss Gretchen Dick .50- 
Miss Mabel Irwin .50 
Mrs. A. Cryer.. . 50 
Mrs. M. C. G. Knapp 50 
Mrs. K. Pease .50 
Mrs. Jane Philipps 50 


Miss Mary Markley.. .50 
Miss Dagny B. Berg, Mont 
Mrs. Ida et Bullard, Mont 
Miss Ella Hough, Mont naa 
Miss Luverne Jones, Mont 
Miss Jennie Peterson, Mont 
Mrs. Lena M. Richey, Mont 
Mrs. Ruth E. Wilborn, Mont.. 
Mrs. Grace G. Kempter, Pa.. 
Per Maryland Branch: 
(Maryland Branch retaining one-half) | 
Mrs. Ida May Waters 5. 


In the issue of February 26, 1927, a contribution 
of $50.00 from the Colorado Branch was erroneously 


listed. This contribution was listed 


In the issue of Februar 5, 1927, there was an omis- 
sion of $1.00 for Equa Ricuts subscription for- 
to Equa. Ricuts office. 


orrected total receipts to March 19, 1927, 


$1,897, 970.11. 
EQUAL RIGHTS 


We believe in Equal Rights for Old Southern 
Furniture in the hearts of Antique Lovers. 


Descriptions d prices sent on re 
ene and p quest. Shipment 


THE SPINNING WHEEL 


Jackson, Tenn. 
Mrs. R. R. Snwmp. 


Suz S. WHITp 


SSSSSESS 


00 
Mrs. Blanche Green .50 
Mrs. Miriam Hoffmeister... .50 
Mrs. J. D. Dehn 
Mrs. Helen E. Scott.... : 5.00 
Miss Rose Neufeld .50 
Mrs. Emily A. Herr.... .50 
_ Mary G. soe B00 
Mrs. H. C. Crosby .50 
Mrs. John Boland... .50 
Mrs. John H. Taylor 
Mrs. Howard North -50 
Mrs. Elmira Sweeten | 5.00 
Mrs. Emma Gombel.... 5.00 
Mrs. 8. Powers Smith -50 | 
Mrs. Wilhelmina -50 
Miss Jessie Dell, D. ‘ : 50.00 
Pennsylvania 50.00 
Rent of rooms at Headquarters 206.00 
Sale of “Jailed for Freedom”’... 2.00 
Rent of piano 4.00 
Totol Receipts, March 12 to 19, 1927........ 60.50 
Total Receipts, December 7, 1912, add 
March 19, 1927 .$1,398,028.11 | 
CORRECTIONS : 
In the issue of December 11 the name Miss 
Margaret Hansky, .50, was omitted folldW *Per 
New Jersey Branch. * This amount was included in 
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